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Chapter 62 Lone Star Rotorcraft Club 
 Contact: Mike Grosshans 
   9535 Coast Bridge Street 
   Houston, TX 77075 
 Phone: 832-457-2836 
 Email: Mike484@aol.com  
 Website: www.gyrosaway.com 

Chapter 78 Texas Rotorcraft Association 
 Contact: Bob Stark 
    PO Box 428 
    Olney, TX 76374 
 Phone: 940-564-2938 
 Email: rgstark@brazosnet.com 
 Website: www.txrotorcraft.org 

Chapter 20 Pelican State Rotor Club 
 Contact: Bill Wieger 
   112 Gayven Dr. 
   Pineville, LA 71360 
 Phone: 318-640-5656 
 Email: bwieger@suddenlink.net 
 Website www.pra20.com 

Chapter 6 Mid-South Rotorcraft Club 
 Contact: Thom Francis 
   210 S 8th Street 
   Gurdon, AR 71743 
 Email: thomefran@netscape.net 
 Phone: 870-403-2888 
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Southwest Regional Newsletter 
 

¶ Club news and upcoming events 

¶ Member profiles 

¶ Memberôs machines 

¶ Chapter meeting minutes 

¶ Projects, builds and modification 

¶ Photos 

¶ Family news 

¶ Classifieds 
 

 Newsletter Past Issues 
If you have missed an issue of our newsletter just 
go to http://www.gyrosaway.com/newsletters.php 
to download past issues. 

This Months Contributors: 
 

Stacy and Barbara Maness 
Cliff Massey 
Chris Toevs 
Paul Erb 

Gabor Kavoks 
Rotary Forum 
Rudy Graffeo 

Click Here to Subscribe Now 

To subscribe to Southwest Rotorcraft just click the 
button below. Subscribing to Southwest Rotorcraft 
also automatically subscribes you to the Western 
Rotorcraft.  At the beginning of each month you 
will be sent a link to Southwest Rotorcraft and 
Western Rotorcraft where you can read them on-
line or download them to your computer. 

Chapter 65 Central Texas Rotorcraft Club 
 Contact: Paul Erb 
   9901 Brodie Ln. 160-283 
   Austin, TX 78748 
 Email: perbgyro@sbcglobal.net 
 Phone: 512-680-1835 
 Website: www.centexpra.org 

Oklahoma 
 Contact: Robbie Hyde 
   Duncan, OK 
 Email: Robbie.hyde@yahoo.com 
 Phone: 580-475-5261 

Visit The Lone Star Rotorcraft Club  on Facebook.  

http://www.gyrosaway.com/
http://www.txrotorcraft.org/
http://www.pra20.com/
http://www.gyrosaway.com/newsletters.php
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin/ea?v=0010Ypkfp8Ayys7Ujesnvt65g%3D%3D
http://www.centexpra.org/
http://www.facebook.com/?ref=logo#!/groups/366798356732181/
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Send Us Your News 
 

Project Reports 
Send us pictures of your project to include in fu-
ture editions of the newsletter. We will post any-
thing you have on your build, modifications, train-
ing, etc. Just send an email to tell us what you 
are doing and include some pictures if you have 
any. Progress reports are probably the most inter-
esting things to read about and see. 

 
Your Pride and Joy 

Send us pictures of your machine to include as a 
feature in future editions. If you include some in-
formation on the details of your machine or a 
short bio of yourself weôll also include this with 
your pictures. Brag about your aircraft!! 

 
Events and Meetings 

Next time youôre at a fly-in or just out flying with a 
buddy, take some pictures and let us know about 
it. Have your club secretary send us your club 
news and tell us about your meetings. Send us 
names of new members so we can welcome 
them to our sport. We are interested in anything 
your club is doing. 

 
Family News and Announcements 

Our newsletter isnôt just all about the machines, 
itôs about the people of our region. Any family 
news or announcements you want to share 
please feel free to send us so we can let every-
one know. 

On the Cover 
 

The all new, 
American Rang-

er 1 

Upcoming Events 
 

May 21; Chapter 62 Meeting at Anahuac 
 

May 21; Chapter 20 Meet at Opelousas Airport 
 

June 7ð11; Rotors Over the Rockies, Brigham 
City Utah 

 
June 18; Chapter 62 Meeting at Anahuac 

 
July 16, Chapter 62 Meeting at Anauac 

 
July 19ð23; PRA International Convention,  

Mentone Indiana 
 

September 22ð24; Ken Brock Freedom Fly In, 
El Mirage California 

 
October 13ð15; Anahuac Fly In, Anahuac Texas 

 
October 22; Chapter 20 Meet at Bastrop  



Southwest Rotorcraft   Page 4    April 2016 

From The Editor 
 
Last month we made our way to Bensen Days where 
Danny and I finally got to sit in our new AR-1. It was 
at last years Bensen Days where we took notice to 
the Apollo and both of us went up in it. We liked it so 
well that we decided we wanted one of them. Cliff 
Massey liked the report we gave on it so much that 
he also purchased one. 
 
The Apollo was being redesigned and transformed 
into the American Ranger 1 and would become the 
first American manufactured modern designed gyro 
moving from Hungary to Zephyrhills Florida. Along 
with the redesigning also came the task of setting up 
the manufacturing facility and obtaining vendors in 
the numerous parts and supplies that would be need-
ed. This process took almost a year and the finished 
product was much better than what we had anticipat-
ed. This made the long wait well worth it as Silver-
light Aviation did not hold back on anything while im-
proving on an already great machine. It has sur-
passed all our expectations. 
 
Now, the next step is to get them home to Houston. 
Ours will be hangered at our Anahuac location, Cliff 
will hangar his at Dan Jones up near Tomball. Hope-
fully he will be flying in into Anahuac frequently. 
 
These machines will offer the chapter a much more 
broad spectrum of gyros at our home base as they 
will be the first modern designed actually hangered at 
the clubs location. Now when we get visitors and on-
lookers at the hangars, we can also offer them a 
chance to experience both the legacy and the mod-
ern designed gyro. 
 
Until next month, fly safely. 
Mike Grosshans, Southwest Rotorcraft Editor 

 
 
 

PRA ANNOUNCEMENT: 
 
YOUR FORUM is now available to share our pas-
sion, camaraderie, and learning from experts! 
 We invite you to come hang-out in your new virtual 
hanger today. 
 Just log into your PRA.org account and follow the 
instructions at: 
 http://www.pra.org/forums/showthread.php?
108-Forum-LOG-IN-the-only-way-into-this-
forum 
Not a member? We invite you to join us 
at  http://www.pra.org/default.aspx?p=join&i=4 
 
Greetings PRA brothers and sisters: 
 
 This is just the first of many new 
memberôs benefits to follow! 
  
Brent Drake, 
PRA President 

We strongly encourage all SWR readers to become 
members of the PRA. By joining you will be support-
ing the organization that promotes our sport by rep-
resenting us to the FAA and assist them on making 
gyro flying available for all of us. The new PRA web-
site has several members only benefits including: 
PRAôs electronic Rotorcraft magazines along with 
past issues chocked full of great information and 
historical data, downloadable plans, and a PRA sup-
ported forum. Please join today, you wonôt be disap-
pointed. 

www.pra.org 

PRA Volunteer  
Opportunities 

 
The PRA is not a self-standing separate 
entity; the PRA is the expression of the 
effort by the members who donate some 
of their time to our wonderful sport. 

Please consider lending a hand by pitching 
in and volunteering for PRA activities like 
writing articles, helping at the convention 
or some of the following positions. 

 

¶ Web Content Editor 

¶ Web Interface Programmer 

¶ Manufacturer Information Ambas-
sador 

¶ Airport Activities Manager 

¶ Web and Content Ambassador 

¶ Advertisement Coordinator 

¶ Social Media Ambassador 

¶ Curator Volunteer for the History 
of the PRA 

 
For info about any of these opportunities, 
email praglobalsupportteam@gmail.com. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Z9c-4uXWUTr9IVP6szdt3NUNr-RdQBUtnlzyxN_KOqK68NupOv-F2a0MtTxPepQpW6hkJRfIT-1XysVQyO6WsjKYNnJXFjSO2Lk5sslS0xcf7RUS_9LcYsW7miD6RQWJG12XE1BkhCmivrMZ109YimxUMWId_Bu2cOWu-9nOVwuqZNYu8i8W_ov8P4vio5Ep3Y1pOP6IXUQAFVIM71d8pZFWmHP-IWCBFxkC
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Z9c-4uXWUTr9IVP6szdt3NUNr-RdQBUtnlzyxN_KOqK68NupOv-F2a0MtTxPepQpW6hkJRfIT-1XysVQyO6WsjKYNnJXFjSO2Lk5sslS0xcf7RUS_9LcYsW7miD6RQWJG12XE1BkhCmivrMZ109YimxUMWId_Bu2cOWu-9nOVwuqZNYu8i8W_ov8P4vio5Ep3Y1pOP6IXUQAFVIM71d8pZFWmHP-IWCBFxkC
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Z9c-4uXWUTr9IVP6szdt3NUNr-RdQBUtnlzyxN_KOqK68NupOv-F2a0MtTxPepQpW6hkJRfIT-1XysVQyO6WsjKYNnJXFjSO2Lk5sslS0xcf7RUS_9LcYsW7miD6RQWJG12XE1BkhCmivrMZ109YimxUMWId_Bu2cOWu-9nOVwuqZNYu8i8W_ov8P4vio5Ep3Y1pOP6IXUQAFVIM71d8pZFWmHP-IWCBFxkC
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Z9c-4uXWUTr9IVP6szdt3NUNr-RdQBUtnlzyxN_KOqK68NupOv-F2a0MtTxPepQpG-4Dx8OzHEQqxoqTgj5-hJJ9a1GhcfUJASLTNnTH-wS1rpkgEUa8zjfLd75XpP8MQFKYzuA0Bf5ojEwy9cB7pLBe3e8iuIBwSFhvYrznbbNIVlXsjfRqacG1FdVwfAVg5SmqZ73HQzp55qD6HxTqxA==&c=IeSp3mCj6
http://www.pra.org/
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Lone Star Rotorcraft held our monthly meeting on 
March 19th at the Anahuac hangar.  In attendance 
were David Trammell, Bobby Munroe, Stacy Ma-
ness, Danny Whitten, Cliff Massey, Mike Gross-
hans, Mitch Ziegler, Keith Johnston, and Anthony 
Spagnoletti flew his Robinson 44 over. 
 
It was not a great day for flying, but we were able 
to install the 4" drain pipes from the new bathroom 
location to the sewer. Thank you Keith Johnston 
for your planning efforts and bringing the materi-
als.  It was a productive day with Keith herding us 
cats, and then made lunch for us all.  Thanks 
again, Keith. 

With such a small turnout, we had an informal 
meeting while eating lunch in our first attempt at 
"Eat & Meet".  Jury is still out and we will try 
again next month.  Bobby Munroe has agreed to 
bring lunch for the April meeting. 
 
The main discussion was about the upcoming 
Bensen Days in Florida where we ended up hav-
ing 8 members from our chapter attend.     
 
The next meeting will be held April 16 a the Ana-
huac hangar. 
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BENSEN DAYS 2016 

Chapter 62 members, Danny Whitten, Bobby Munroe, 
Chris Toevs, Jim Toevs, J C Hopkins, Don Bouchard, 
David Wysong, and Mike Grosshans were all in attend-
ance at this years Bensen Days in Wauchula Florida. 
 
This was the first Bensen Days for TAGNAs Titanium 
Explorer as Chris and Jim brought theirs in from Kan-
sas after a stop at the Anahuac hangars. Danny and 
Mike finally got to see their new American Ranger gy-
roplane as Silverlight Aviation introduced the first 
American production made gyroplane. And Anthony 
brought home the Most Innovative award for a single 
place. This was probably the best Bensen Days Chapter 
62 has had in recent history. 
 
Hopefully we will be seeing two American Rangers at 
Anahuac after waiting for nearly a year while they were 
being designed, built, and tested. See the AR-1 in per-
son just made us realize that the wait was well worth it 
as Silverlight Aviation has produced a very fine ma-
chine. 

Top: Mike and Danny in their new AR-1 
Bottom: Anthony�¶s single place Air Command 
Left:Jim and Chris�¶s Titanium Explorer 


